The Women's Shelter Whitechapel
THIS is a place where women, most of them old, so far as my observation went, are taken in to sleep at a charge of ^d. a night. It used to be 2d. until the London County Council made the provision of sheets, etc., compulsory, when the Army was obliged to raise the payment. This Shelter, which is almost always so full that people have to be turned away, holds 261 women. It contains a separate room, where children are admitted with their mothers, half price, namely ijc/., being charged per child. There is a kitchen attached where the inmates can buy a large mug of tea for a |tL, and a huge chunk of bread for a second Jd.; also, if I remember right, other articles of food, if they can afford such luxuries.
The great dormitory in this Shelter, it may be mentioned, was once a swimming-bath. Some of the women who come to this place have slept in it almost every night for eighteen or twenty years. Others make use of it for a few months, and (hen vanish for a period, especially in the summer,